Lesson ‘Restaurant reviews’

Set the task: The editors of a local tour guide brochure have asked you to contribute a review of a restaurant in your island. 

· Before the lesson, Ss were asked to form groups and ‘research’ two local restaurants (different for each group):they had a week’s time to visit these restaurants and discuss their impressions. 

A. Work in groups. Think of the two restaurants in Hydra you have visited recently. Write anything that has to do with the places that crosses your mind. Don’t worry about grammar or vocabulary mistakes at this point. You have 5 minutes to make a list of ideas.

C. When you and your family decide to eat out, what is the most important thing for you? 

Price? Quality of food? Service? Setting? 

D. Think of adjectives that go with the 4 categories (think about synonyms and antonyms too) eg. the price is expensive, the food is delicious and so on.

E. Now work on your own and write the first draft of your review. Try to group the ideas you came up with under the four categories and use adjectives from exercise D. You may need to add, delete or change some of your original writing.

F. Read the following two reviews. They are downloaded from the internet and both refer to the same restaurant. Think of the questions that follow.

	made our trip perfect...

	By A Yahoo! Contributer, 04/21/06

	The food was excellent. There was nothing on the menu for vegetarians, so the chef prepared a special meal for us. It was absolutely amazing. The service was impeccable, I have NEVER seen such an attentive staff. We live in San Francisco, a city known for its dining, but there is no comparison...Spondi is much better than anything we have experienced at home. The only drawback (if you can call it that) is that it needed music playing in the background.
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	nothing special.

	By A Yahoo! Contributer, 04/04/06

	i can't understand why people have so high opinion about this place.
it is a rather stuffy restaurant with no windows at all(only a fake window that looks to some plants).the food...i have eaten better gourmet cuisine in other restaurants.the service is very good though.
the decoration is dull.the money we paid were a lot compaired to the food and the atmosphere the restaurant provided.
the toilet was extremely small and it was common both for ladies and men and it was just one not very clean.i would not suggest this place to anyone.
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· Are they positive or negative? 

· Are the four categories mentioned in the texts?

· What adjectives do the writers use to describe the restaurant? You can underline them on the text. 

· What expressions do the writers use to recommend or not the specific place to other people?

G. Compare the two reviews with what you have written. Would you make any changes to your draft? 

H. Exchange papers with a classmate. Read what your classmate has written and award marks for the four categories (from what your classmate wrote how many stars would you give for each category and what would be your overall score?). Is all the information you need to know about the place there? Is it helpful? Make suggestions.

I. Now start writing your final draft. This time pay attention to spelling, grammar, vocabulary and punctuation. Also, make any changes that you feel necessary taking into account your partner’s comments. If you don’t have time, finish your draft at home.

Next lesson:we are going to discuss whether you agree or not with your classmates’ comments and reviews.
 Lesson plan ‘Restaurant reviews’

Students: 10 students, threshold level

Aim: To write a review through the implementation of the process approach

Time: 1 hour

Anticipated problems: Ss are not used to the stages and the practice of process writing so they will need to be carefully guided through the whole process by the teacher. Also, time will be an issue: will the lesson plan be within the time limits set from the beginning?
Assumptions: That the language in the reviews will not be too difficult generally although there are some unknown words and  that the students will be interested in the topic since it is related to their immediate social context

Timetable fit: Ss have recently been asked to write a review of a book they have read. The following lesson plan offers an alternative process to writing a review.

	Procedure
	Objective
	Time
	Interaction

	Pre-writing:Planning
	
	
	

	0. 1. T reminds Ss of the task: Ss have already gathered some info on a local restaurant so as to write a review to be published in the local tour guide.


	To establish context and provide a purpose and audience.
	1 min
	T-Ss

	2. Ss write down, in groups, any ideas related to the  place they have visited.
	To brainstorm ideas on the subject
	5 mins
	Ss-Ss

	Structuring ideas-First draft
	
	
	

	3.  T discusses with Ss the most important thing for them when they eat out and elicits answers like:price, food, setting/atmosphere/decoration, service.Also, T asks Ss to think of adjectives they would use to describe the places in relation to the 4 categories mentioned before and elicits answers like:expensive,cheap, delicious, romantic, amazing, friendly, unfriendly...
	To help Ss group and organise their ideas
	6 mins
	T-Ss

	5. Ss write their first draft.
	
	10 mins
	Ss

	Revising
	
	
	

	6. Ss read two restaurant reviews downloaded from the internet and discuss questions about the information included in them.
	To raise Ss’ awareness on issues concerning the use of language to express feelings, opinions/ To incorporate an element of authenticity
	7 mins
	T-Ss

	6. Ss compare the authentic reviews with their piece of writing and are invited to make any changes.


	To use the text as a resource of ideas 
	10 mins
	Ss

	8. Ss exchange papers with a classmate and are asked to make suggestions or comments of improvement . Also, Ss can award marks for the 4 categories.
	To ‘gain’ a sense of audience through peer feedback
	7 mins
	Ss-Ss

	Editing
	
	
	

	9. Ss write the final draft taking into account their classmate’s comments and pay attention to grammar, vocabulary, syntax and punctuation
	To draw Ss’ atttention to form
	15 mins
	Ss


